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Do you know why? 

Why did Jesus fold the linen burial cloth after His 

resurrection? Did you ever noticed this.... 

The Gospel of John (20:7) tells us that the napkin, 

which was placed over the face of Jesus, was not 

just thrown aside like the grave clothes. 

The KJ  Translation says in John 20:7  

7 And the napkin, --- that was about his head,  

not lying with the linen clothes,  

but wrapped together in a place by itself.  

The NIV  Translation says in John 20:7  7 as well 

as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' 

head. The cloth was folded up by itself, -- separate 

from the linen.  

The Bible takes an entire verse to tell us that the 

napkin was neatly folded, and was placed at the 

head of that stony coffin. We read in - John 20:1-6 

what Mary Magdalene and Peter found that Sunday 

morning. 

Early Sunday morning, while it was still dark,  

Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and found that 

the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. 

She ran and found Simon Peter and the other disci-

ple, the one whom Jesus loved. She said, -- 'They 

have taken the Lord's body out of the tomb, and I 

don't know where they have put him!'Peter and the 

other disciple ran to the tomb to see. The other dis-

ciple out ran Peter and got there first. He stopped 

and looked in and saw the linen cloth lying there,  

but he didn't go in. Then Simon Peter arrived and 

went inside. He also noticed the linen wrappings 

Why Did JESUS Fold the Napkin? 
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lying there, while the cloth that had covered Jesus' 

head was folded up and lying to the side. 

Was that important?  

· Absolutely! 

· Is it really  significant? - Yes! 

 

In order to understand the significance of the 

folded napkin, you have to understand a little bit 

about Hebrew tradition of that day. The folded nap-

kin had to do with the Master and his Servant, and 

every Jewish boy knew this tradition. 

 

When the servant set the dinner table for his mas-

ter, he made sure that it was exactly the way the 

master wanted it. 

The table was set perfectly, and then the servant 

would wait just out of sight, until the master had 

finished eating, and the servant would not dare 

touch that table, until the master was finished. 

 

Now if the master was done eating,  

he would rise from the table, wipe his fingers, his 

mouth, and clean his beard, and would wad up 

that napkin and toss it onto the table. 

 

The servant would then know to clear the table. For 

in those days, the wadded napkin meant,   

"I'm finished.."  

 

But if the master got up from the table, and folded 

his napkin,  

and laid it beside his plate, the servant would not 

dare touch the table, --because.......... 

 

The folded napkin meant, -- That -  

"I'm coming back!"  

 

In Christian Love. 

Stanley Goodwin 

News from Abroad 

African Update December 14th, 2011  

Tuesday, November 12th, the shop in 

Bunda got the engine all put together. They 

checked it out on a short run, and it appeared to be 

okay. On Wednesday, they took it on a long run, 

and it appeared to be okay. On Thursday, Boaz and 

I took it on a long run to Musoma; the car was 
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Gerald Buckner  Stilwell, OK  Stage III Anaplastic Large Cell Lymphoma 

Lawanda Durham Tiner, OK  Serious health issues 

Gerald Warner  Waterford, CA  Stroke complications and age 

Cinde McCay  Yakima, WA  Fighting Parkinson's & head injury from fall 

Oren Johnston   Yakima, WA  Kidney dialysis 

Brady Lamb  Yakima, WA  Deployed to Libya (Marines) 

Florence Fuller  Yuma, AZ  Fighting throat cancer, diabetes, & Alzheimer's 
 

And all those in nursing homes. 

 

Deaths 
 

Wilfred Farley  Gleed, WA  May 25, 1919ðDecember 21, 2011 

 

Meetings 
 

March 18-25 2012 Yuma, AZ  Guest Speakers 

June 10-17th 2012 Broken Bow, OK Guest Speakers 

June 24-30th 2012 Lorenzo, TX  Soft tentative date, spkr. TBA 

July 8thð?  Yakima WA  Mick Boen 

 

 

 

If you have any updates or corrections to this list, please email me at 

editor.christiancourier@gmail.com so I can keep this list current. 
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Bulletin board  
Baptizisms 

 
Nita Gardenhire  Stilwell OK  November 
 

Prayer of Faith for those in need 
 

Sue Bixler   Aztec, NM    Stoke(2), Heart Attack & Diabetes 

Tina Mickey  Aztec, NM  Gall Bladder surgery/recovery 

Jackie Brown  Baron, OK  Serious lung problems 

Jim Brown  Baron, OK  Lung infection 

Synda Swain  Bellflower, CA  Stroke, now in rehab 

Jay & LaWanda Durham  Broken Bow, OK Surgery, illness, falls 

Tony Schell  Cedaredge, CO  Heart irregularities 

Ericka Ferguson Clinton, NJ  In prison 

Lynn Iker  Duncan, OK  Heart surgery & financial need 

Linda Wilson  Flora Vista NM  Anxiety & extreme weight gain 

Carol Bauer  Gleed, WA  Fighting cancer 

Robert Farley  Gleed, WA  Severe pain 

Don Hammett  Gleed, WA  Fighting cancer 

Gene McKinney Gleed, WA  Diabetes & heart problems 

Ola McKenney  Gleed WA  Tumor removal & age. 

Ellen McCay  Glenwood, WA  Severe aching joints - age 

Jeannean McSwane Glenwood, WA  Severe infections, pain, & blood clots  

Bob Stacy  Glenwood, WA  Fighting cancer & mini strokes 

Otto Alvarez  Harlingen, TX  Dangerous travel & financial hardship 

Mariella Alvarez Harlingen, TX  Dangerous travel & spinal problems 

Sam Thompson  Hillsboro, OR  Burst appendix 

Robert Lane  Hillsboro, OR  Recovering from stroke 

Eunice Jared  Hillsboro, OR  Upcoming heart surgery 

Gary Calhoun  Hillsboro, OR  Brain tumor 

Sharon Moore  Lorenzo, TX  Fighting breast cancer 

Jayetta Loftis  Lorenzo, TX  Broken Leg 

Ellis Forsman  Lorenzo, TX  Dangerous & costly African travels 

Barbara Carlin   Lake Havisu AZ Fighting Cancer  

Joseph Davis  Mesa, AZ  Thyroid surgery & radiation treatments 

Reba Morris  Pleasant View, OK Serious Lupus & kidney failure 

Renee Seaton  Pleasant View, OK Blindnessðauto accident related 

Christine Burkhart Springdale, AR  Health issues & financial need 
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okay, but we ran into a heavy rainstorm. A number 

of the streets in Musoma were flooded with people 

walking in water up to their knees. In one section 

about three blocks long water was running strongly 

across the road. We noticed that buses and trucks 

were making it through, but small cars were not 

attempting it. There were a few men wading across 

carrying women on their backs. We decided with 

our vehicle we should be able to cross. The water 

was lapping over our running boards, but we made 

it through. I would not have attempted it with a 

smaller car either; the water was starting to erode 

the pavement, making the driving pretty rough. 

As soon as we got back to Bunda we had 

planned to drive to Arusha going through the Ser-

engeti, but we received a report that the route 

through the Serengeti from Bunda was closed be-

cause of heavy flooding. Those traveling in the car 

were Boaz, Rispa, Laban, and me. We checked on 

the southern route through the Serengeti which 

started near Ramadi, but it too was closed because 

of flooding. We had no choice but to go the longer 

route via Mwanza and Shinyanga, a 2-day drive. 

We spent the night in Shinyanga. We checked into 

a guest house (motel), unloaded our bags, and de-

cided to go get something to eat. The woman man-

ager asked me to leave my key with her because 

she still needed to put covers on my pillows. When 

we got back I noticed every zipper on my bags 

were not as I keep them (I have a secret way of 

placing the zippers so that I can know if anyone 

has disturbed them). All of the zippers outside and 

inside of all my bags had been moved. I checked, 

but could find nothing missing. I do not keep 

money in my bags. I mentioned this to Boaz, who 

checked with a business woman next door to the 

guest house on the trustworthiness of the manager 

of where we were staying. She said that woman 

was definitely not to be trusted. We made a mental 

note to never stay there again. 

Sunday, November 13th, we had services at 

Masakta where Daniel Molel was a leader. I spoke 

twice at church and we had a private meeting with 

some Lutheran neighbors of his. They want us to 

stop by and talk with them some more on our re-

turn trip to Bunda. They mayor of Masakta was 

one of the visitors at the church services; he also 

wants to talk more with us. 

On Monday, we visited a remote village 

(33 miles south of Masakta) at Simba (means lion) 

Hill where there is a small congregation. Daniel 

walked this distance to work with these people to 

get a congregation started there. There were a few 

visitors present at the meeting, including the mayor 

(age 27) of Simba Hill. He also wants us to return; 

he said he would prepare a few questions for us. He 

said he liked what he heard and the fact we used 

scripture to back up everything we said. Depending 

on how we answer his questions when we return, 

he believes he will want to be baptized and convert 

from Pentecostalism. He was the most vocal of all 

the visitors, which also included 7th Day Adventist 

and Lutheran. 

On Tuesday, we visited the congregation at 

Nagwa, (26 miles north of Masakta). Daniel also 

walked this distance to get this congregation going. 

We got him a bicycle to help him in his evangelism 

work. While at Nagwa we had one baptism: Niko-

demu Maloda (a young man in his 20ôs). Another 

young  man (member from the congregation at Ma-

sakta) in his 20ôs rode his bicycle all the way from 

his home town on a mountain road to be at this 
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church service, attended the baptism, then returned 

back home to Masakta in the same day. 

We went to Babati where we visited with 

some of the church members. We discovered one 

of the leaders of this congregation went back to 

Pentecostalism, but the rest remained strong, in-

cluding his wife. That evening as we prepared to 

leave we discovered we had no brakes. The brake 

fluid tank was empty and there was brake fluid all 

over the front left tire. That tire was also jammed 

back against the wheel well, but the one on the 

right side had about 5ò clearance. Bolts on the front 

wheel alignment were either broken or missing and 

the driver-side shock absorber was damaged. This, 

we believe, happened the previous night during a 

thunderstorm on the mountain. Boaz lost control of 

the car in the slick mud, run up a 3 foot bank, and 

jumped back down to the road again. The car was 

in the shop the next day being repaired. 

After we left Babati, we traveled some 

miles down the road and pulled into a restaurant to 

eat. When we started the engine after we ate, it 

wasnôt running right; it sounded like some of the 

pistons werenôt firing, then the engine quit. We 

hand-pushed the car (with some volunteer help 

from others) down the road where we could park it 

safely at a secure guest house. We discovered there 

was a competent mechanic in this town. He took 

the engine apart and said there was plenty of oil 

and the engine did not overheat; the problem was 

the timing belt had jumped causing piston and 

valve damage. Boaz and the mechanic took a bus to 

Arusha (2 hours away) to look for another engine. 

They found one the mechanic said was a good en-

gine. Rispa took a bus back to Bunda. They deliv-

ered the engine to the car via a truck and started 

putting it together. They got it running good 

enough to drive it to the shop in Arusha where they 

needed to do some additional work. We knew the 

transmission did not sound right, and when they 

checked into it they found a previous mechanic had 

failed to connect the engine cabling to the trans-

mission correctly; it was never running in the high 

gear. They are getting that fixed now as I type this. 

They expect the car will be ready tomorrow 

(December 15th). 

Sunday, December 11th, we had services in 

Arusha where Caleb is one of the leaders. Monday 

we had private meetings individually with the lead-

ers of some of the congregations here, and then we 

drove to meet with a congregation at the base of 

Mt. Kilimanjaro. For 1 ¼ hours we drove on a nar-

row mountain road through thick trees and under-

brush with room, for the most part, for only one 

car. For those of you that know of the road between 

my sister Ellenôs place to Bill Taylorôs place 

through the forest, you can have some idea of what 

our driving was like. It was cloudy, so I didnôt get a 

good look at the mountain. From a distance I could 

see its snowy top. 

On Tuesday I got a visit from someone 

from the school of preaching at Arusha. We visited 

for some time in my room at the guest house, and 

then we had lunch together with some of the others 

leaders from the congregations we had gained pre-

viously. Our discussion did not go the way he ex-

pected it would. He had some difficulty answering 

some of my questions. 

On Wednesday, December 14th, while 

Boaz and Laban went to Kenya, I visited some 

people with Dominic in his neighborhood. We 

spent a little over a hour with Grace Jeffrey (17) 
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you get the chance, and then you can see when he 

finds the power switch on it.  

Brother Ellis Forsman has a plane ticket tenta-

tively booked for a February 27th trip home! The 

plan is, Lord willing, that he will be at the Yuma 

meeting in March. If you want to go to a wonder-

ful meeting and hear Ellis tell of his travels first 

hand, start making your plans to go to Yuma now. 

Keeping you all in our prayers, and may God bless 

this new year for you, 

The Lorenzo Congregation 

Gleed, WA 

Bro. Wilfred Far-

ley, born in 1919, 

was 90 years old 

when he passed 

away December 

21, 2011.  His fam-

ily was one of the 

original Oregon 

Territory families. 

He and Mom were 

active in 4-H Club 

as well as being 

foster parents to several children over the years. 

In March of last year he was able to make a 5,000 

mile trip to Yuma, for their meeting, as well as 

Texas, California, Nevada, and Oregon to see rela-

tives and attend various churches on the way. He 

was very impressed by the way the brethren 

whereever we went immediately became "family" 

to him. He was also able to attend the Gleed and 

Port Orchard meetings. He unfortunately was not 

able to make the Yakima meeting as he needed to 

rest between the other two. He was a well loved 

and faithful member of the Gleed congregation 

and will be missed by many who called him 

brother, grandpa, and Dad. Many of our younger 

people grew up knowing him as Grandpa Peaches 

due to a nickname our children gave him as tod-

dlers. 

Sis. Wilma Farley, for the Gleed WA congrega-

tion. 

 

Hillsboro OR 

Greetings to all the bretheren, 

Happy NEW YEAR TO ALL. We have had several 

health issues here. Sam Thompson had to have emer-

gency surgery when his appendix burst. He is recover-

ing from that and has been able to be back to church. 

Robert Lane is in a care facility after suffering a stroke. 

He is making progress but recovery is slow. Eunice 

Jared is going to Seattle soon to have heart surgery. 

Gary Calhoun has had a brain tumor for several years. 

Sometimes he gets along fairly well, other times it is 

very difficult to get the meds adjusted just right.Still all 

of these folks are usually at church, for which we are 

thankful. These dear ones need our prayers for healing. 

We have had a few visitors lately. Lynell Forsman was 

here a couple of times while visiting with the Shep-

herd's. Leah and Rachel Shepherd were also able to be 

here during their college breaks. As we go into 2012 

please keep all of us in your prayers as do we keep all 

of you. 

Hillsboro OR congregation. 
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Yakima, WA 

1/5/2012 

Dear Brethren: Here it is, the start of the new year 

and I havenôt written for a while. Most of us are in 

decent health and as well as can be expected. Veda 

still has breathing problems that she has learned to 

live with but her biggest complaint is that she 

canôt sing as well as she used too. She will be 80 

this month. Oren Johnston has settled into his rou-

tine of kidney dialysis three times a week and is 

doing quite well. 

Our youngest grandson. Marine Sergeant Brady 

Lamb, was deployed today to Libya, from Cherry 

point, NC. Please keep him in your prayers. 

The latest news is that Mick Boen has been con-

tacted and has consented to hold our Gospel meet-

ing starting July 8th. We donôt know if it will be 

for a full week or possibly shorter depending on 

how the other NW congregations schedule their 

meetings. 

We invite all who can, to come and be with us at 

that time or any time. You are always welcome to 

come and be with us. Please keep us in your 

prayers as we do you. 

In Christian Love,  

Bill McCay Sr. 

Lorenzo, TX 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Itôs time again to give you all an update from the 

Lorenzo TX congregation. The most pressing 

news we have is that Sister Jayetta Loftis has bro-

ken her leg just above the knee. She is in good 

spirits but is in for a long recovery. Because she is 

not very mobile her daughter Becky Forsman has 

been staying with them to take care of her.  

We have had lots of visitors during the Christmas 

holiday. Amy Orendorff had most of her kids here 

for Christmas, including David, Sarah and their  

baby Luke, who has the  reddest hair Iôve seen in a 

while and a wondrous smile. Shaya, Lawrence 

Khiara, Sydney, Roman and Ryder Flugence also 

came down from Seattle WA.  It was good to see 

that the Red Raider nation has taken seed and is 

growing in the Pacific Northwest. Earlene Jared 

was able to visit us twice recently, in November 

when her daughter Sheila McCay was recovering 

from surgery, and again in December for Christ-

mas. Willie Howe was able to make it up for 

Christmas but Mary had to work. We missed her. 

Aspen and Brady Kuening were here from Alaska. 

I think they were trying to have a warm Christmas 

but it turned out to be a white one anyway. Lynell 

Forsman was off visiting her daughters on the 

west coast from Thanksgiving through Christmas. 

She was missed, but not enough to keep us from 

turning her place into a hotel for clan Orendorff.  

We have had the usual bouts with stomach bugs 

and colds that always seem to go around when you 

get to visit with lots of out of town loved ones, but 

itôs worth it getting to see everyone again. 

Jerry McCay got a new laptop because his old one 

was so slow it was just sitting there gathering dust. 

Now that the new one has  been collecting dust in 

the box for a few weeks heôs finally getting around 

to un-boxing it. Feel free to send him an E-mail if 
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talking about the Bible. She said she was a Lu-

theran. When we were done she said she wanted to 

be baptized, but it would have to be the next day 

because she had to go to work. The baptism is 

scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Thursday. Another 

woman had already said she wanted to be baptized; 

that is scheduled for Sunday. I did not meet her. 

Dominic and I also talked to two women (Catholic) 

for about 2 hours. They think God will accept their 

method of baptism (sprinkling) despite Biblical 

evidence to the contrary. 

As I close this we still have a number of 

others to visit in the Arusha area before we head 

back to Masakta, Bunda, and then go on north 

again to Kenya and Uganda where we have over 40 

congregations that have invited us to come of 

which we have not yet met. 

Keep us in your prayers, 

Ellis Forsman 

CW from TL:  Baptism of Josiah Mwinug at Mwanza; Part of the Congregation at Masakta; Daniel Moel and his mother Anna 

Chepa(98). Daniel walked 33 mi. to Simba Hill and 26 mi. to Nagwa to establish new congregations. ; Cong. at Simba Hill 


